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BLESSINGS THAT CAME 
BECAUSE SOMEONE SENT 
‘THE SWORD OF THE LORD’ 


We quote here some brief com- 
ments from readers of The Sword 
of the Lord. 


“It's Real Manna, Angel's Food" 


“I just can’t thank you (or who- 
ever sent the paper for a year) 
enough. It’s real manna, angel’s 
food, a real spiritual paper.” 

Miss Mary E. C——— 


. Durham, N. C. 
"No Better Investment For Some 
Of God's Money" 


“I feel there is no better in- 
vestment for some of God’s money 
than to try and get The Sword of 
the Lord into the homes of some 
of our loved ones and friends. It 
has been a great blessing in our 
home and very beneficial in 
Christian work. Your subjects are 
presented in such a clear, forci- 
ble way and yet with such love 
and kindness always giving God 
the praise. May our blessed Lord 
continue to use you and yours and 
may you be filled with the Holy 
Spirit, guided and directed until 
the coming of our blessed Lord.” 

Mrs. F. W. V 
Evansville, Indiana. 


"Three of 7 Girl Friends Got 
Saved ... From Reading the 
ae... amen : 
Here is a touching letter. We 

could not let the paper stop going 
to one who wanted it so badly but 
couldn’t pay for it, so The Sword 
of the Lord has been continued at 
this address. (Pray for husband and 
son. Do you want to help us pay 
for such subscriptions? There are 
many such cases.) 

“Mr. John R. Rice 

“Dear Sir: 

“My subscription has expired. 
Am sorry I don’t have any money 
to get it longer. The paper cer- 
tainly has been a blessing to me 
and others. Three of my girl 
friends got saved when I was in 
the sanatorium — thank the Lord 
— from reading the paper. I am at 
home and not able to work yet. 
I certainly thank you for sending 
me the paper. I think it is the 
best paper I ever read. I have a 
husband and two sons that are un- 
saved. Please pray for them and 
pray I may regain my health if it 
is the Lord’s will. 

“May God bless you and yours, 
is my prayer. Thanks, sorry I 
can’t send for the paper.” 

Mrs. R. G. D————- 
Durham, N. C. 


Subscribes For Self After Someone 
Sent Him Trial Subscription 


“I have been receiving the Sword 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 


Chicago Campaign 
Needs Your Prayers 


We have begun the second week 
of the campaign in the Great 
Northern Theater at 26 West 
Jackson Street in the loop of Chi- 
cago, meeting each evening, and 
in the Grand Opera House at 121 
North Clark Street at 12:30 to 
1:00 each day, in a service broad- 
cast over Radio WJJD. The crowds 
have been steadily growing, yet the 
building has not been full. A few 
have been saved, not many. Today 
there were five who came to claim 
Christ in the Opera House. We 


pray God is saving others through | 


the radio as well 

We covet the prayers of our 
friends for this campaign. It is 
hard sledding, but we know that 
God is able and willing and mighty. 


Give Trial 
Subscriptions to 


5 Families for $1 


| Trial Subscription, 4 Months (17 
Weeks) for 25c. 5 Trial Subscrip- 
tions, 4 Months (17 Weeks), $1.00 


Not long ago hundreds of read- 
ers of The Sword of the Lord re- 
newed their subscriptions. We 
praise the Lord for that. We have 
the finest group of steady readers 
that we have ever had. But we 
are anxious to have thousands of 


the Lord each week. We want 
many more homes to be blessed, 
other souls to be saved, and we 
want hundreds of other Christians 
to be stirred into soul winning. We 
want young people to have their 
questions answered about the Bi- 
ble, about Christian amusements, 
about what is right and what is 
wrong according to God’s Word. 
We want the soul winning sermons 


of some of the greatest preachers 
in America to be going out in the 
hands of thousands more each 
week. So we make again a special 
trial subscription offer. 


You may send one trial subscrip- 
tion for four months, that is seven- 
teen weeks, for only 25c. Or you 
may send five such trial subscrip- 
tions for $1.00. 


These trial subscriptions cost 


just as much to put on as if they 
|were yearly subscriptions. We 
| have the same records to keep, the 
'same metal stencils to make (bY 
which we address the papers each 
week). It would take the same 
effort to get a subscription renewed 
after a trial subscription, as if one 
had subscribed for a year. But we 
are willing to go to extra expense 


help us. 


You understand that this is pri- 
marily for new readers. Old sub- 
scribers ought to renew for a year 
or more at a time. The best way 
for you to save money and trouble 
would be for you to subscribe for 
yourself three years at a time. You 
get three years for $1.00. You 
save money and save us much 
trouble. 


But I want you to help me give 
thousands of others a good taste 
of The Sword of the Lord. In 
four months time they will get 
seventeen issucs. For only a dol- 
lar, you can send five families a 
total of 85 issues, filled with evan- 
gelistic preaching, answers to Bi- 
ble questions, accounts of conver- 
sions and revivals. It is probable 
that someone would be saved, and 
certain that many will be blessed, 
through an investment for the Lord 
of only $1.09. . 


One trial subscription costs 25c. 
Five trial subscriptions cost 
$1.00. 


Ten trial subscriptions cost $2.00. 


Twenty-five trial subscriptions 
cost $5.00. 

Fifty trial subscriptions cost 
$10.00. 


It would please the editor greatly 
if we could have 5,000 new trial 
subscriptions during this brief 
campaiga. Some of you can send 
us 50 subscriptions for $10.00, any- 
one can send in 5 for $1.00 or 1 
for 25c. Pray about it and help 
us get the gospel out. 

Send all subscriptions to The 
Sword of the Lord, 512 W. Frank- 


lin, Wheaton, Tlincis 


new homes receive The Sword of | 


to get new subscribers, if you will | ——— 


THE RUIN OF A CHRISTIAN 


BY EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


(Sermon preached Wednesday 
night, October 2, at Claim Street 
Baptist Church, Aurora, Illinois. 
Stenographically reported by Viola 
Walden.) 


Turn to the 13th chapter of Gen- 
esis. While you are finding that 
place I will read you a verse or 
two in Second Peter the 2nd chap- 
ter about the man whose story I 
will read in the Old Testament. 
Beginning with verse 6, the Scrip- 
ture says: 

“And t the cities of 
Sodom and morrah = into 
ashes condemned them with an 
overthrow, making them an 
ensample unto those that after 
should live ungodly: 

“7. And delivered just Lot, 
vexed with the filthy conver- 
sation of the wicked. 

“8. (For thut righteous man 
dwelling among them, in see- 
ing and hearing, vexed his 
righteous soul from day to 
day with their unlawful 
deeds.)”’ 


I want you to notice what God 
said about Lot——-he was a “just 
man,” a “righteous man’ who had 
a “righteous soul.” Don’t forget 
what God says about him — a just 
man, a righteous man who had a 
righteous soul. That is what God 
said about the ‘man whose story 
I will read to you and tell to you 
tonight. 

Now in Genesis the 13th chapter. 
Remember Abraham was the uncle 
of Lot. Lot was the nephew of this 
older man. There was a strife be- 
tween the herdmen of the two 
rich men. They couldn’t get along 
together and they had to separate. 
I know uncle Abe said, ‘““The Lord 
gave all the land to me but I will 
not quarrel with you. We are kin- 
folk. You take what you want. I 
will go this way and you go that 
way. If you take the mountains, 
I will take the plains. If you go 


Arise, My Soul, Arise 


ena WESLEY 


Arise, my soul, arise; 
Shake off thy guilty fears; 
The bleeding Sacrifice 
In my behalf appears. 
Before the throne my Surety 
stands; 
My name is written on His hands, 
My name is written on His hands. 


He ever lives above. 

For me to intercede; 
His all redeeming love, 

His precious blood to plead; 
His blood atoned for all our race, 
And sprinkles now the throne of 

grace, 
And sprinkles now the throne of 


grace. 


Five bleeding wounds He bears, 
Received on Calvary; 

They pour effectual prayers, 
They strongly plead for me. 
“Forgive him, O forgive!” they 

cry. 
“Nor letithat ransomed sinner die, 
Nor let that ransomed sinner die.” 


The Father hears Him pray, 

His dear anointed One; 
He cannot turn away 

The presence of His Son; 
His Spirit answers to the blood, 
And tells me I am born of God, 
And tells me I am born of God. 


My God is reconciled, 

His pard’ning voice I hear; 
He owns me for His child, 

I can no longer fear: 
With confidence I now draw nigh, 
And, “Father, Abba, Father,” cry, 
And, “Father, Abbe, Father,” cry. 


to the plains, I will go to the moun- 
tains.”’ Lot looked over the country 
and he said, ‘“‘My, the grass sure 
is fine and green down here in the 
valleys toward Sodom and Gomor- 
rah.” So he took the plains where 
there was plenty of water and 
plenty of grass for his cattle and 
camels and sheep and goats. He 
thought, “If Uncle Abe wants to 
take the mountains, let him go to 
it,” so Lot chose him all the plains 
toward Sodom and Gomorrah. 

Now listen to what the Scrip- 
ture says in the 13th chapter, 
verse 11: 

“Then Lot chose him all the 
plain of Jordan; and Lot 
journeyed east: and they sep- 
arated themselves the one 
from the other. 

Let us read further: 

“12. Abram dwelled in the 
land of Canaan, and Lot 
pitched his tent toward Sodom. 

“13, But the men of Sodom 
were wicked and sinners be- 
fore the Lord exceedingly.” 


And the next thing we hear 
about Lot, he has moved into 
Sodom. I suppose he thought, “I 
have to give my girls an educa- 
tion.” I don’t know how many he 
had but he had married daughters 
and he had two girls not married. 
He had at least four daughters 
and he might have had more. He 
may have have had as many as 
Il have! 

So we find that Lot moved into 
Sodom, that wicked city. When 
we follow the story on to the 18th 
chapter, we find that the Lord 
came down to see Abraham one 
day. He killed the calf and had 


the Lord stay for dinner. The Lord | 
said to Abraham, “I will give you | 
a child and you shall call his name | 


Isaac.” 
“I guess 


d then the Lord said, 


ought to tell Abraham | 


that I am going down to Sodom | 


and Gomorrah and see about the 
wickedness which the cry of the 
angels brought to me about these 
horrible, wicked cities, and that I 
am going to bring judgment on 
them.” 
to his friend, Abraham. 


Abraham had a good conversa- 
tion with the Lord. “Lord, wilt 
thou destroy the righteous with the 
wicked?” he asked. 


And the Lord said, “If there are 
fifty righteous within the city, I 
will spare it.” 

Then Abraham asked timidly, 
“If there are forty-five righteous 
in the city, will you spare it?” 


“Yes,”’ the Lord said, “If there 
are forty-five righteous people in 
the city, I will not destroy it.” 


Abraham said, “There may be 
just forty righteous — will you de- 
stroy it if there are forty right- 
eous ?” 

And the Lord said, “If there are 
forty righteous, I will not bring 
judgment upon it.” 

“But Lord, what about thirty — 
if there are only thirty — there 
may be only thirty righteous — 
will you spare the city?” 


“No, Abraham, I will not de- 
stroy the city if there are thirty 
righteous within it. I will not even 
destroy the city if there are twen- 
ty righteous in it.” 


Finally Abraham said, “Lord, if 
there are only ten, will you spare 
the city?” 


And the Lord answered, “I will 
not destroyit for ten’s sake.” 


Then Abraham quit asking. If 
Lot hadn’t won his own family, he 
would have no influence at all on 
that wicked city and it would not 
be won if Lot stayed there. But the 
Lord said, “If there are ten right- 
eous in the city, I will spare it.” 

God went down to the city and 


So God revealed His plan 


there were not even ten righteous 
people there. 

Two angels went and spent the 
night with Lot in the city. Now I 
will begin reading in the 19th chap- 
ter: 

“And there came two angels 
to Sodom at even; and Lot 
sat in the gate of Sodom: and 
Lot seeing them rose up to 
meet them; and he bowed him- 
self with his face toward the 
ground; 

“2. And he said, Behold now, 
my lords, turn in, I pray you, ~~ 
into your servant's s house, and 
tarry all night, and wash your 
feet, and ye shall rise up early, 
and go on your ways. And 
they said, Nay; but we will 
abide in the street all night.”’ 


And the Scripture goes on to 
tell us that Lot urged upon them 
to stay and they came in. They 
washed their feet, and ate sup- 
per with Lot. Unleavened bread 
was baked, and they ate. These 
angels looked like men and are 
sometimes called men in the Bible. 
They were angels of God. Then 
soon the men of the city came 
around. Now let’s read what hap- 
pened. 

“But before they lay down, 
the men of the city, even the 
men of Sodom, compassed the 
house round, both old and 
young, all the people from ev- 
ery quarter; 

“5. And they called unto 
Lot, and said unto him, Where 
are the men which came in to 
thee this night? bring them 
out unto us, that we may know 
them. 

“6. And Lot went out at the 
door unto them, and shut the 
door after him, 

“7. And said, I pray you, 
brethren, do not so wickedly. 

“8. Behold now, I have two 
daughters which have not 
known man; let me, I pray 
you, bring them out unto you, 
and do ye to them as is good 
in your eyes: only unto these 
men do nothing; for therefore 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 


F ruit After Four Years 


In the good crowd at the Grand *% 
Opera House today at noon were 
four young men from New Mil- 
ford, Pennsylvania. These young 
men were Kermit Van Cott, 
Maurice L. Jennings, Richard Grif- 
fin, and Leonard. Tanner. When 
an opportunity was given for tes- 
timony, before we went on the air, 
one of them arose to tell how in 
1936 a drunkard, one Howard Mun- 
son, went up to Binghamton, New 
York, and there in the big Bing- 
hamton Theater he heard Evan- 
gelist John R. Rice preaching and 
was wonderfully saved. 

This new Christian, saved from 
the depths of sin, went back to 
New Milford, Pennsylvania. He 
works in the Erie railréad shops 
there. But he drove away wp in 
the backwoods and started serv- 
ices aS a layman. These four 
young men were saved, one of 
them a nephew of Howard Munson. 

All these young men gave glow- 
ing testimonies of their happiness 


in the Lord. They had started on = 
a trip to California with 50,000 


tracts, and with a sign, “Ye must 


be born again” on the back of their ~ 


car. They brought by some tithe 
money to be used in the Lord’s 4 
work, and some subscriptions to . 
The Sword of the Lord. % 

How our hearts rejoice at this 
reaping from the hard 
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_ THE RUIN OF A CHRISTIAN 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 
came they under the shadow of 
roof 


my . 

“9. And they said, Stand 
back. And they said again, 
This one fellow came in to 
sojourn, and he will needs be 
a judge; now will we deal 
worse with thee, than with 
them, And they pressed sore 
upon the man, even Lot, and 
came near to break the door. 

“10. But the men put forth 
their hand (angels in human 
form) and pulled Lot into the 
house to them, and shut to the 
door. 

“11. And they smote the men 
that were at the door of the 
house with blindness, both 
small and great: so that they 
wearied themselves to find the 
door. 

“12. And the men said unto 
Lot, Hast thou here any be- 
sides ? son in law, and thy 
sons, and thy daughters, and 
whatsoever thou hast in the 
city, bring them out of this 
place: 

“13. For we will destroy this 
place, because the cry of them 
is waxen great before the face 
of the Lord; and the Lord hath 
sent us to destroy it. 

“14. And Lot went out, and 
Spake unto his sons in law, 
which married his daughters, . 
‘and said, Up, get you out of 
this place: for the Lord will 
destroy this city. But he 
seemed as one that mocked un- 
to his sons in law.” 


Oh, that is a sad verse, one of 


the saddest in the whole Bible — 


“he seemed as one that mocked 
unto his sons in law!” 


“15. And when the morning 
arose, then the angels has- 
tened Lot, saying, Arise, take 
thy wife, and thy two daugh- 
ters, which are here; lest thou 
be consumed in the iniquity of 
the city. 

“16. And while he lingered, 
the men laid hold upon his 
hand, and upon the hand of his 
wife, and upon the hand of his 
two daughters; the Lord being 
merciful unto him: and they 
brought him forth, and set him 

ithout the city. 

“17. And it came to pass, 
when they had brought them 
forth abroad, that he said, Es- 
cape for thy life; look not be- 
hind thee, neither stay thou in 
all the plain; escape to the 
mountain, lest thou be con- 
sumed,” 

And then, if you will, begin with 
verse 24: 

“Then the Lord rained upon 
Sodom and upon Gomorrah 
brimstone and fire from the 
Lord out of heaven; 

“25. And he overthrew those 
cities, and all the plain, and 
all the inhabitants of the cities, 
and that which grew upon the 
ground, 

“26. But his wife looked 
back from behind him, and she 
became a pillar of salt.” 


And now skip to the last of the 


~~ chapter and we find that the Scrip- 


ture says, beginning with verse 30: 


“Lot went up out of Zoar, and 
dwelt in the mountain, and his 
two daughters with him; for 
he feared to dwell in Zoar: 
and he dwelt in a cave, he and 
his two daughters. 

“31. And the firstborn said 
unto the younger, Our father 
is old, and there is not a man 
in the earth to come in unto 
us after the manner of all the 
earth: 

“32. Come, let us make our 
father drink wine, and we will 
lie with him, that we may pre- 
serve seed of our father. 

“33. And they made their 
father drink wine that night: 
and the firstborn went in, and 
lay with her father; and he 
perceived not when she lay 
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down, nor when she arose. 

“34. And it came to pass on 
the morrow, that the firstborn 
said unto the younger, Be- 
hold, I lay yesternight with 
my father: let us make him 
drink wine this night also: and 
go thou in, and lie with him, 
that we may preserve seed of 
our father. 

“35. And they made their fa- 
ther drink wine that night al- 
so: and the younger arose, and 
lay with him; and he perceived 
not when she lay down, nor 
when she arose, 

“36. Thus were both the 
daughters of Lot with child 
by their father.” 


What a sad, sad story. I want to 
speak tonight very plainly about 
this matter, the ruin of a Chris- 
tian, the ruin of a Christian, not 
the loss of his soul, but the ruin 
of his life and influence, and fam- 
ily and city. Most of you claim to 
be Christians; perhaps some are 
here who are lost. But I want to 
speak tonight to the saved as well 
as to the unsaved. I want you to 
pray that the Holy Spirit will cut 
to the heart tonight. Brother pas- 
tor, if the people of God don’t get 
right, we won’t have much of a 
revival. We will not have much of 
a revival unless something happens 
to saved people so that your in- 
fluence will count for God. 


That was the ruin of this man of 
God. God said this man was a 
saved man, a just man, a right- 
eous man, and he had a righteous 
soul, but that just man vexed his 
righteous soul from day to day 
with their unlawful deeds, That 
is what the Scripture says about 
Lot in Sodom. 


“He was not saved or he would 
not have sinned. You will never 
see a good Christian go wrong like 
that,” you say. Stop your criti- 
cism, your judging of other people 
and thinking you know whether 
they are saved or not by the way 
they live. You don’t know, you 
self-righteous Pharisee! Jesus 
called you a hypocrite (Matt. 7: 
5). Only God can see the heart 
and God said that Lot was saved. 
Saved people can get in some 
awfully wicked places and come to 
a horrible ruin as far as things in 
this life are concerned. Lot was a 
saved man, but he lost everything 
in this life, a good home, his wife, 
his children, his money, his friends. 
The only thing he had left was his 
two daughters and they got him 
drunk and were led into incest and 
ruin. That happened to a man 
who God said was a Christian, a 
just man with a righteous soul. 
It is sad, but true, that a child of 
God can so sin, Don’t say Lot was 
not saved, for God says he was. 
And don’t judge others. “Judge 
not, lest ye be judged.” You do 
not know by appearances whether 
anyone is saved or not. And an- 
other thing. You need to get ouf 
of the presumptuous attitude that 
you are not in a bit of danger in 
the world, yourself. The Bible 
says, “Let him that thinketh he 
standeth take heed lest he fall’ 
(I Cor. 10:12). A lot of you Chris- 
tians say you would never do this, 
that and the other. You don’t know 
what you will do. Peter cursed and 
swore and denied Christ. Lot got 
drunk and ruined his daughters. 
David committed adultery. Samson 
committed adultery and murder. 
You do not know what Christians 
will do. Don’t you be presumptu- 
ous. You had better watch your 
step and take it to heart. Peter 
said, “Though I should die with 
thee, yet will I not deny thee” 
(Matt. 26:35). But he did deny 
Christ, and so may you. “Let him 
that thinketh he standeth take 
heed lest he fall.” 


|. Lot Failed First In the Life 
He Lived 


All right, now, let’s see some 
horrible things about this man. 
First is the failure in the kind of 
life he lived. I call your attention 
to three details in which Lot 
sinned. 

1. He failed when he made 
money his God. The saddest day 
Lot ever had was not when he 
went out of Sodom, but when he 
went in. He made money his god. 
Abraham said, “I don’t care, Lot, 
I am not going to worry about it. 
The country is all mine. God gave 
it to me, not to you, but you can 
have what you want and I will 
take the rest of it. I will get 
with God. He will take 
me.” So Lot said, “All right. this 
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is a good chance to get rich. I 
will choose this way. It is a good 
rich place for my cattle, and I won’t 
have to pay rent, we have good 
water, and there is a town near- 
by, and I will sell plenty of sheep 
in the butcher shops.” Then he 
moved into the plains — ‘pitched 
his tent toward Sodom.” 

.I tell you right now, preachers 
don’t say much about covetousness. 
Many preachers say, “Every man 
ought to make all the money he 
can just so he makes it hon- 
estly.” That is a lie of Satan! 
Don’t you believe it! That is 
not in the Bible anywhere. / 
should not make all the money / 
can make. J could make a lot more 
than J am getting, but J am not 
in the money-making business. You 
(addressing Pastor Humphries) 
ought not to make all the money 
you can. Brother (addressing the 
audience), listen to me, you are 
bought with the shed blood as truly 
as Iam. You belong to God as 
much as I do. You are a cheat if 
you go and use your talent and 
time for other things just as much 
as I would be. Nobody in the 
world has any business making all 
the money he can make and have 
his heart set on it. 


You say, “Well, Brother Rice, I 
have to live.” You are mistaken— 
you have to die, and that is a lot 
more important than living. 


A lot of you Christian people, 
church people, think, dream, plan, 
scheme about how you can make 
more money and be more prosper- 
ous in your business. Let me tell 
you, the biggest bonfire that was 
ever made will be when Jesus 
Christ burns up everything you 
spent a lifetime on. It will all be 
wood, hay and stubble in God’s 
sight. I am talking about saved 
people who will be already in 
Heaven, people already at the wed- 
ding supper. God is going to burn 
up all the treasure of a lot of 
church people. The man who makes 
money his god is a fool, and will 
not have influence on those about 
him. 

Some people everywhere I go 
say, “Brother Rice, my boy, what 
about my boy? All he thinks of is 
to step on the gas and spend money 
and chase here and yonder.” They 
say, “Oh, Brother Rice, I am wor- 
ried about my boy. Pray for him.” 
You never know what time he will 
be in. He drinks, smokes, goes to 
picture shows, curses — all that is 
bad, but your sin is just the same, 
the sin of idolatry. Your boy 
worships pleasure and you worship 
your job — one is as bad to God 
as the other. The damning, cursing 
blight that turns the face of God 
away from the churches today is 
covetousness; money-minded peo- 
ple. You have no more right to 
have your mind set on your job than 
I have on a job. You ought to 
say, “Lord Jesus, I will put You 
first and I know You will take 
care of.me and my family.” “Seek 
ye first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added unto you” 
(Matt. 6:33). That is just as good 
for a layman as for a preacher. 


Somebody says, “Well, Brother 
Rice, I am afraid I can’t come to 
the revival. My children have to 
go to school and so I must stay at 
home at night with them.” That 
is putting school ahead of the re- 
vival. Somebody else says, “I 
would like to come to the meeting 
but I have to get up early in the 
morning.” That is putting your 
job before the revival. A woman 
says, “I guess I can’t come to the 
revival. I have to do my house 
cleaning. Some relatives are com- 
ing and I have to stay at home and 
cook.” You are putting your job 
before the Lord’s business. I tell 
you now, friends, nobody has any 
confidence in that kind of religion, 
and I don’t blame them. Anybody 
that says you are going to Heav- 
en, you are born again, and yet 
are wrapped up with covetousness 
like any of the devil’s crowd, will 
be a joke to your kinfolks when 
you tell them how you love Jesus. 
They don’t believe a word of it! 


Lot made money his God. I 
didn’t say he wasn’t a good man. 
I didn’t say he wasn’t a_ good, 
moral man outwardly until he 
broke down. You can put job first, 
money first, prosperity first, house, 
land, car, drink —— put that first 
and you are going to come out at 
the little end of the horn, and your 
children to Hell, and your 
neighbors! 

2. The next detail in which Lot 


failed God in daily living was in 
bad company, He pitched 
his tent towar Sodom, moved 


. 
> 


down into Sodom, and called the 
Sodomites “brethren.” The Sodom- 
ites were wicked before the Lord 
exceedingly and a cry went up to 
God against them. The angels car- 
ried reports back to Heaven 
against their wickedness, their li- 
centiousness, their worldliness, but 
Lot, notwithstanding, moved into 
it. He went in as a “sojourner.”’ 
He was not going to stay here 
long; just a sojourner, just camp- 
ing long enough to give his girls 
a little education. He wanted to 
make some money off his cattle 
while he was there. “I am not go- 
ing to live here,” he said. “I'll 
just stay temporarily.” But he 
stayed and after awhile he got to 
be a principal judge of the town, 
sitting in the gate. 

Lot moved into that place and 
called that wicked crowd “breth- 
ren.” There was a knock at the 
door and these men of Sodom 
wanted to rape the angels who 
were with Lot. And Lot offered to 
turn his daughters out for that 
bunch of wicked men to ruin. Let 
me tell you, what he ought to have 
done was to have gone out the back 
way and as he passed a wood pile, 
he should have picked up a good 
stick of cord wood and made some 
good believers out of that bunch 
at the front door! Children of God 
are not to side in with wicked 
companions, are not to call them 
brethren, not to sit in lodges with 
them, not be companions in pleas- 
ure with them. You may not like 
what I am saying, but whether you 
do or not, I want to clear my 
skirts on the sin question. I can’t 
have power if I don’t. I must 
preach against the dirty booze 
question. Somebody says that an 
evangelist can preach that way but 
a pastor can’t, but if you are the 
right kind of pastor you can. You 
ought to preach against the booze, 
against the dance which is as rot- 
ten as Hell, and other such sins. 


When I was pastor I told my 
people again and again as I 
preached on the dance, that if I 
heard a single father or mother 
who had a high-stepping daughter 
who went the gaits of the country 
club crowd — I told them that if 
they didn’t like what I preached 
they could check out and get their 
baggage over night. If they didn’t 
like -it, I would preach about it 
again the following Sunday and I 
meant it and they knew it. I tell 
you right now, if you are against 
sin, say so. Be out and out and 
live like it and God can bless you. 


Lot lost out because he called 
that wicked crowd “brethren.’”’ Bad 
company will be the ruin of any- 
body in the world. David, from 
the roof of his house, lookéd down 
and saw a woman bathing and 
David sent for her and dallied with 
her and led her into sin. Bad com- 
pany ruined David. 


Peter sat down by the devil’s fire. 
The soldiers gathered around that 
fire said to Peter, “You are one of 
his disciples.” Peter looked sur- 
prised and said, ‘““You don’t under- 
stand.” 

“Yeah, 
you!” 

But Peter said, “Blankety-blank 
it, I tell you, I am not,” and he 
cursed and swore, “I don’t know 
what you are talking about!” You 
laugh at Peter but Peter was really 
a strong character. Jesus Christ 
said he was a rock. He was a 
strong character. But no man who 
ever lived can stay strong and run 
with the devil’s crowd. You can’t 
do it! 

Some girl says, “Brother Rice, I 
am going with this man but I am 
not going to marry him.” All right, 
you had better never go out with 
him, If he is not the right kind 
of man, you had better never go 
with him at all. If you keep run- 
ning with him, you will soon mar- 
ry him. If you run with that kind, 
your standards will go down, not 
come up. 

You members that have a ring 
with a square and compass on it 
—if you want any power with God, 
if you want to win souls, have a 
testimony for God, you will have 
to come out. You will have to get 
out. You had no business getting 
in. It is a sin in the sight of God 
who says: 

“Be ye not unequally yoked 
together with unbelievers: for 
what fellowship hath right- 
eousness with unrighteous- 
ness? and what communion 
hath light with darkness? 

“And what concord hath 
Christ with Belial? or what 
part hath he that believeth 
with an infidel? 

“And what agreement hath 


your speech betrays 
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the temple of God with idols? 
for ye are the temple of the 
living God; as God hath said, 
I will dwell in them, and walk 
in them, and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my peo- 
ple. 

\ “Wherefore come out from 
among them, and be ye sepa- 
rate, saith the Lord, and touch 
not the unclean thing; and I 
will receive you, 

“And will be a Father unto 
you, and ye shall be my sons 
and daughters, saith the Lord 
Almighty” (I Cor. 6:14-18). 


“What part hath he that believ- 
eth with an infidel? Come out 
from among them, and be ye sep- 
arate, saith the Lord.” God says to 
come out! Saved people have no 
business in with the devil’s crowd. 
A Christian has no business mar- 
rying an unsgved person. If you 
have already married an unsaved 
person, stay with him, but Chris- 
tians are commanded not to marry 
unsaved people and if you do, you 
sin against God. If you are joined 
with people in lodges or in mar- 
riage who are unbelievers, then I 
would confess it as a sin and beg 
God to forgive me. If you have 
been going to the lodges, I would 
ask God to forgive me and tell Him 
that you will never go to another 
one. You yoke yourself up with 
unregenerate men, deniers of the 
deity of Christ, people who are not 
supposed to pray in the name of 
Jesus Christ. 


I tell you now, you cannot call 
the wicked crowd “brethren” and 
get by. Lot tried it and he found 
it was his ruin. You don’t think 
I know what I am talking about, 
but I do know what I am talking 
about. A child of God has no 
business being tied up with the 
devil’s crowd, If anybody here — 
if you are saved, believe the Bi- 
ble, believe Jesus is the Son of 
God, virgin-born, bodily rose from 
the dead, worked miracles, is com- 
ing back again, believe the Gene- 
sis account of creation, the story of 
Jonah and the whale and the rest 
of the Bible — if you go to a 
modernist church and if you sup- 
port a preacher who says he does 
not believe that stuff, who has no 
souls saved, is not out and out for 
the Bible, you are sinning against 
God. You are like Lot down in 
Sodom — he sold out for some 
friends but ruined his own family. 
At the last, his friends, his in- 
fluence and his power was gone. 
You can’t get by with it. Come 
out from among them and be sep- 


arate and you can have the power © 


of God. 

I am not only trying to build 
up this church, but I am trying to 
get people in this church to keep 
their unsaved friends from going 
to Hell and trying to get their 
families saved, their loved ones 
saved. And when they go to thgir 
sons-in-law, they will not be a joke 
like Lot was. “He was as one that 
mocked unto his sons-in-law.” If 
you are a Christian, live for God 
and leave the crowd that does not 
believe the Bible. Don’t hate them, 
don’t be unkind to them, but win 
them if you can. Don’t go their 
gait. Don’t call them brethren. 
They are not your brothers if they 
are on the devil’s side, if they are 
not born again in the Christian 
sense. Lot ruined his life by run- 
ning with the wrong crowd. 


3. Another sin of Lot’s life was 
drink. He ruined his daughters. 
That sounds to you the most hor- 
rible thing that could happen, but 
it was really incidental, inevitable 
and incidental. It had to come. 
The sowing which he had sowed 
had to result in a reaping. I tell 
you now, drink is a horrible thing. 
You don’t think a little beer in the 
ice box is so bad, but it would be 
better for you to cut your right 
hand off before you put it there. 

“Oh,” you say, “I can take it or 
leave it alone.” That means that 
you will not leave it alone, doesn’t 
it? 

Somebodys says, “Well, Brother 
Rice, I think you ought to be tem- 
perate.”’ 

All right, to be temperate about 
killing people — how many people, 
would you have to kill to be tem- 
perate? To be temperate about 
stealing -—- how much do you think 
a man can steal and be temperate? 
To be temperate about lying — 
how many lies would you have to 
tell to be temperate? You think 
you should be temperate about 
adultery—how often can you com- 
mit adultery and be temperate? All 
right, I feel the same way about 
booze. “‘Wine is a mocker, strong 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO) 


drink is raging: and whosoever is 
deceived thereby is not wise” 
(Prov. 20:1) says the Bible. The 
Bible says to beware of it when it 
glows, sparkles in the cup. “At 
the last it biteth like a serpent and 
stingeth like an adder” (Prov. 23: 
32). 

Let us look at Lot. We go in 
the cave and see an old man sit- 
ting there with his head in his 
hands, bleary eyed. Where is your 
money, Lot? “It is all gone.” 
Where is your wife? “She turned 
to a pillar of salt.” Where are 
your other children? ‘They burned 
up in Sodom.” Who are these lit- 
tle children, Lot? This old man, 
I can see him with tears, and with 
a red face he says, ‘““My grandchil- 
dren by incest with my own 
daughters!” Booze will ruin any- 
body. I tell you right now, if you 
have any sense, you will never 
touch it and will vote against it, 
talk against it. I will put my name 
down any time as a solemn vow 
never. to taste it, and you Chris- 
tians ought to do the same thing. 

I mention these things as hor- 
rible as they are, but they are the 
ruin of the outward life of a 
Christian, 


ll. Lot Lost the Power of God — 
His Soul-Saving Testimony 
But now I come to a far more 


ey thing. Lot ruined his 
uence. All this other is inci- 
dental in comparison to the awful 
ruin of his Christian power and in- 
fluence. I want you to notice four 
things about Lot’s loss of influence 
and spiritual power. 


1. The Scripture tells us that he 
was as one who mocked to his 
sons-in-law. Can you imagine Lot 
living in that town — he had lots 
of influence. He had more money 
than anybody in the town. In the 
14th chapter of Genesis it tells us 
that when war invaded the land, 
the king seized Lot and all his 
wealth and carried him captive 
along with the king. He had lots of 
influence. We find that when the 
angels came to visit Sodom and 
Gomorrah, Lot was sitting in the 
gate, that is, the place of judg- 
ment. Here Lot was the mayor of 
the town. He had influence. 

Listen. I want you to see what 
happens. He goes to his sons-in- 
law saying, “Listen, get out. A 
couple of angels have been over at 
my house (the sons-in-law were 
having a card party and drinking) 
—quick, get out! Oh, children, I 
beg you, come on out. God is go- 
ing to burn this town down. Hur- 
ry up!” 

They said, “Oh, now dad, what 
struck you anyway? That is not 
the kind of tale you have been 
telling around here. He’s had a 
little too much to drink.” 


Lot says, “No, I am in earnest, 
you have to get out. God is go- 
ing to destroy Sodom. The angels 
told me so.” But listen — he was 
as one who mocked to his fam- 
ily. It was a joke to his sons-in- 
law and to his daughters, and, my 


CHRISTIAN 


friend, that is a sad business. I 
would rather cut my arm off here 
than for ‘the time ever to come 
when my Christianity is a joke 
to my family, and my influence is 
gone, and my testimony is a mock- 
ery and I have no influence with 
those around about me! 


Lot had no influence. He had 
no spiritual power! I tell you 
again, you haven’t got what you 
ought to have, you have sold out 
somewhere, you are as powerless 
as Lot was in Sodom if your 
Christianity means no more than 
what Lot’s meant. And your loved 
ones will not listen to you! No 
Christian is right who is that way, 
when your Christianity is a joke, 
when you are a powerless joke to 
all your kin people. I never expect 
to win everybody — I wish I could 
— but I will tell you now, if I 
am right with God I can win my 
own girls, with Mrs. Rice’s help. 
There is one more left. My baby, 
Joy, three years old, and I am 
sure that if God will let me live, 
by His grace we are certain to 
have that next girl as we have the 
other five, if we honestly try. 


Christians who are right with 
God can win their loved ones if 
you are on the job for God and 
you begin on time and pay the 
price. You have to have power 
to win your lost loved ones. You 
can’t win everybody but you can 
win those nearest and dearest to 
you, and I tell you now, you had 
better win those God has made you 
accountable for. Lot was as one 
who mocked to his family. 


2. Lot didn’t have enough in- 
fluence to save his wife. The an- 
gels said, “Hurry, Lot, we have 
to get out of this city before it is 
consumed,” and the angels took 
hold of Lot’s hand and the hand of 
his two daughters, and the hand of 
his wife and pulled them out of 


the city. And outside the city Lot’s 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 


God Requires Fruit 


A vine would never be so stupid 
as to examine, itself thus, but sup- 
pose it should, and should call out, 
“Roots, do you enjoy being down 
there in the soil?” “Yes, we en- 
joy being here in the soil.” “Stem, 
do you like to be out there in 


summer?” “Yes, I like to be out 
‘here in summer.”’ “Leaves, are you 


‘fond of waving in the sun and 


air?” “Yes, we are fond of the 
| sun and air;” and, satisfied, it says, 
“IT am an excellent vine.” The 
gardener, standing near, exclaims, 
“The useless thing! I paid ten dol- 
lars for the cutting, and I have 
pruned and cultivated it, and for 
_years looked for the black Ham- 
burg grapes. it was to bear, but it 
has yielded only leaves.” He does 
not care that the roots love the 
soil, and the stem the summer. It 
makes no difference to him though 
every leaf spread itself broad as 
Sahara in its barrenness. It is fruit 
that he wants. — H. W. Beecher. 
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PAY-DAY--- SOME DAY | 
BY C. B. HEDSTROM 
President of the Chicago Christian Business Men's Committee 
Pay-Day — Some Day was not written by a preacher but by a 


shoe man, a Christian layman on fire for God. He was invited 
to the governor’s mansion in Austin, Texas, and there he put his 


arms around the governor and 


have been converted under the ministry of this remarkable lay- 
man! The book is written in the breezy, straight-forward, hard- 
hitting style of an aggressive business man, out and out for God. 

One-half of the book is made up of SKETCHES FROM LIFE, 


a series of remarkable incidents 


how he came as an immigrant boy to America from Sweden, 
how he lost his job once because he would not lie, but two years 


later was put back in charge of 


nating experiences in personal soul winning, of a trip back home 
to Sweden, etc. The other half of the book, MESSAGES FROM 
THE SCRIPTURES, will do your heart good. Several chapters 
from this book have been printed in The Sword of the Lord. 

Get one for Christian business men. Active, busy men that you 
would not think would be interested in religion, will “eat up” this 
book with real joy. I loaned a copy to a Christian business man 
and he had all his friends reading it with remarkable effect in 


a few days. 


In the book there are 127 pages, 


Paper 


prayed for him. Two preachers 


in the life of this man of God — 


the whole store, specially illumi- 
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Blessings That Came 
Because Someone 


Sent The Sword 
of the Lord 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


for thirteen weeks which is not 
very long, yet the spiritual bless- 
ing which I have received from 
reading it cannot be expressed in 
words, I have got new inspiration, 
and new light on subjects which 
for so long were very dim in my 
mind. But after reading the mes- 
sages from God-inspired men, I 
feel that so great an opportunity 
cannot be missed by not letting 
this Christian paper come into our 
home weekly. So here is my dollar 
for The Sword of the Lord.” 

R. E. H 

Dubuque, lowa. 


Cries For Joy Reading The Sword; 
Subscribing For Shut-In and 
Poor Friend 


‘“‘Dear Dr. John R. Rice: 

“Have just read my Sword of 
the Lord of this week. I must con- 
fess I cry for joy. I just can’t 
help it. I love my Lord and I 
will trust Him as long as I live, 
God help me. 

“I would like for you to renew 
two subscriptions. I had ordered 
the other for each for a year. But 
the time run out. They love to read 
them, One dear friend had a stroke 
and has to be in a wheel chair all 
the time. She told me she got so 
much blessing from reading The 
Sword. Please send it to her for 
a year. Her name is 


“And my other friend’s time has 
run out, too. She is so poor some- 


newal subscription for a year. Her 
address — “. 

“I am poor myself but I love 
my Lord Jesus Christ and I love 
to give my tithe even if it is not 
much. But I only earn $3.50 a week. 
I give 50c in envelope, 50c to this 
last named friend, 25c to Sunday 
School. And I pay her carfare 
sometimes. She told me the last 
time Sunday, ‘I feel so bad’I can’t 
put nothing in my envelope for 
church.’ She had 7c carfare when 
I gave her 50c. She dropped her 
5c in the collection basket. Bless 
her heart. Please pray for her. 
She is really born again, a chi 
of God. And please pray for my 
dear ones. The Sword of the Lord 
is the best Christian paper I ever 
did read. I ordered trial subscrip- 
tions for many friends. So far, I 
know two have subscribed for a 
year. Hope others will, too. If they 
love it as well as I do, they could 
not get along without it. 

“May our dear Lord God bless 
and keep you well and happy in 
His work till He comes. 

“With Christian regards, 
“Mrs. Augusta H—”’ 
Chicago, Illinois. 


Out of $3.50 a, week she sub- 
scribes for others! How her loving 
sacrifice should inspire others to 
get out the gospel! Will you do 
as well? 


These Too Are Blessed By the Food 
For the Soul in The Sword 
of the Lord 


“No book, magazine, or paper 
fills me with such inspiration as 
your big-little paper, The Sword of 
the Lord (except the Bible). My 
dear girl friend who had a part in 
my salvation sent me this sub- 
scription for three months. Now 
I wish to renew my subscription 
and place others, too, with the 
“Lord’s rich blessing on them. 

“Each time I get the Sword I 
think it has reached its peak, and 
couldn’t get any better. But every 
time it has such a wealth of in- 
formation that I literally ‘eat it 
up.’ ” 


Miss C 
Ames, Iowa. 


“The Lord told His disciples to 
feed his sheep, and, Brother Rice, 
The Sword of the Lord truly is 
food for the soul. I truly love to 
read them. I can never rest till 
I have read every word.” 

Mrs. E. O———— 
Burch, Oklahoma 


“Please send The Sword of the 
Lord to my address for 3 years. 
Enclosed find $2.00. I enjoy the 
wonderful sermons. I could not 
get along without this paper. It 
has helped me so much and has 
helped me to help others.” 

Mrs. L. C, 
Lincoln, Nebraska. | 
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“As my paper, The Sword of the 
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Lord, will expire the 3list day of 


this month, I am enclosing $1.00 
for which please send it for an- 
other year. It seems that I could 
not get along without this fine lit- 
tle paper. It is food for my soul. 
I just have a feast every Monday. 
I pray that many souls are profit- 
ing from your sermons in the paper 
as much as my soul is. I read it 
to all the family and pass it on 
to any one that will read it.” 

Mrs. I. M. F 

Troup, Texas. 


“Just a word of thanks and 
praise for The Sword. I've been 
reading and enjoying the Sword 
now for about three years and feel 
like I can’t do- without it. I al- 
ways pass them on to some of our 
workers to hand out to the sick 
and they really enjoy reading them. 
You will find $1.00 for another 
year. Wish I could send $2.00 for 
three years, but can’t, so I am 
thankful for the $1.00. 

Mrs. R. L. E——— 
Phoenix, Arizona. 


“Find enclosed $1.00 for which |JUSt what we need these days.” 
please renew my:subscription for | 


The Sword of the Lord. I enjoy it 

so much. Its spiritual food has 

helped me so much,” 
Miss D. P 
Nacogdoches, Texas. 


“I think I have never heard or 
read a greater message than that 
of yours in The Sword of the Lord 
of September 13th on ‘A Good Man 
Lost and a Bad Man Saved.’ ”’ 

T. J. O—— 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 


“We are enjoying The Sword of 


the Lord more than I will ever be' 
able to tell you. We read it from | 


beginning to end each week, then 


times she has not carfare to come | Pass it around to friends — how 
to church.. Pleasé send her a re- | Our souls are fed!” 


Mrs. C. T. N——— 
Duncan, Oklahoma. 


“Enclosed you will find $2.00 for 
three years subscription for your 
paper., I believe from my heart 
that it is the best paper I have 
ever read,” 

Mrs. I— H-—— 
Edgar, Nebraska. 


“I just decided to let something 
go and send for your paper because 
it certainly has been a blessing 
to my wife and I. Many and many 
a time we have found answers to 
questions in your papers.” 

K D 


“I am enclosing a money order 
for $3.50. Please send The Sword 
of the Lord to each of the follow- 
ing addresses for six months. I 
have just finished reading Dr. 
Torrey’s sermon on ‘The Time Is 


Short.’ World conditions, today 
look as if the time is very short, 
so I can’t go to my rest tonigh 
until this letter is ready to senc 
tomorrow morning. The Lord I 
laid these people on my heart for 
some time. I hope by the time the 
six months are passed, I shall be — 
able to have their subscription re- 
newed. I am also having my own 
subscription renewed. 
“The paper has been a great 
blessing to me. I could not do 
without it. May the Lord bless you 
in your great work.” 
Mrs. 8. B. G 
Milford, N. J. 


“Just a few lines to let you know. 
how much I enjoy your paper. It 
sure is a blessing to me. I have 
received it now for a month and 
don’t know how I would get along 
without it. I can hardly leave it 
alone to get my noon meal ready 
after the mailman leaves it each | 
Monday, and nearly always have 
read it through the first day. Ev- 
ery article is so interesting, and 
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Mr, & Mrs. Wm. A— 
Jewell, Iowa, 


What Could You Do to Bless More 
People Than to Send Trial 
Subscriptions to The Sword 

of the Lord? 

Elsewhere in this paper, you see 
the sno of a special trial 
subscription campaign. You.may _. 
send The Sword of the Lord toa ty 
friend, seventeen weeks, four full 
months, for only 25c, or you may ~ 
send five such trial subscriptions ~~ 
for only $1.00. Where could you | 

spend some money that would 4 

bring greater returns on invest- 

ment for the Lord? How many 
will be made happy, how many. 
souls fed, how many tired people 
will be encouraged, how many will 
learn God’s Word, how many will ~ 
be pointed Heavenward by those ~ 

who give trial subscriptions to 7 

their friends! 


Send trial subscriptions to your 
pastor, to Sunday School teach- 
ers. Why not send it to every 
family in your church? You will 
be having sermons from Dr. Chas. 
Fuller of the Old Fashioned Re- 
vival Hour; from Dr. H. A. Ilron- 
side, pastor of the great Moody 
Church, Chicago; sermons by Ee 
tor John R. Rice, and by many 
others who are greatly used of 
God in soul winning. Send trial 
subscriptions to as many as pos- 
sible, and do it right away. Write 
to 

THE SWORD OF THE LORD 

512 West Franklin Street 
Wheaton, Lllinois 


If 
Jesus 


Robert E. Speer. 


252 pages. 


THE SWORD 
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Is Coming 


This is probably the greatest single book on the second com- 
ing of Christ outside the Bible. 
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e looked back. She ought not 

have had her heart on that 
wicked place. She ought to have 
been glad to get out, ought to have 
longed to get away from the wick- 
edness of it. As they walked along, 
She thought, “I wish I could go 
back. I don’t want to leave my 
children. My culture club meets 
this afternoon and the bridge 
club.” Her heart was still on that 
wicked city, and as she turned and 
looked back, she became a pillar 
of salt, and the party of four be- 
came the party of three. And the 
two angels were leading them 
along, without the mother. 

But I tell you what was wrong 
with this woman, and why she 
turned into a pillar of salt. You 
men ought to bear the blame. Lis- 
ten to me, man, any woman that 
loves you enough to give up her 
name, give up her home and moth- 
er and father and go with you and 
sit at your table and cook for you 
and sleep in your bed and give 
you her body and soul as far as 
she can — if a woman loves you 
like that, you can lead that woman 
to love God, to serve Him. Some- 
where you are wrong with God if 
you don’t. 


The thing that gets on my heart 
is men back. It is an old 
story wives me, “I was saved 
out I drifted away and lost my joy. 
I don’t know why.” And out there 
beside a woman is a poor, wicked, 
lost man and he says no to God, 
and you won’t take Him in your 
heart. That man will be a curse 
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"fo that woman if he does not get 


right, and besides, he will go to 
Hell. You men can’t escape it, if 
you are lost, you are a poor, wick- 
ed deceiver, a slacker, a quitter on 
God, a cheat on your wife and 
children, and if you don’t lead your 
family to God you will be ac- 
countable for their souls like Lot 
was for his family. And, men, if 
you are a backslider like Lot, you 
may damn your family as he did. 

You don’t want to take your 
place as the head of your home. 
Joshua said, “As for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord.” 
He led his family for God. Paul 
and Silas said to the jailor, “Be- 


eve ¢4 cne Lord Jesus Christ, and 


thou shalt be saved, and thy 
house.” The jailor got his family 
saved the same night. Any man 
can win his household if he begins 
on time. That is a man’s business. 
If he really has the power of God 
on his life, he can. Lot’s wife went 
to Hell, no doubt. 

3. You think it was a bad thing 
when Lot got drunk up yonder in 
the cave, and ruined his daugh- 
ters. That was bad. But the real 
truth is that grown girls that lived 
under the same roof with their fa- 
ther twenty, twenty-one or twenty- 
two years and they knew about 
his business, ew all the secrets 
of his heart, knew how he lived, 
talked, played, knew all about his 
attitude toward money, neighbors 
— if that man had been Spirit- 
filled, empowered of God, clean in 
his life, he could have won his 
daughters. It wasn’t that night 
that he got drunk where Lot failed 
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——no. That wasn’t where he failed 
when he ruined his daughters. It 
was back yonder when he didn’t 
have what it takes, the power of 
the Holy Spirit on him. Day by 
day they had been with their fa- 
ther, and he had nothing that im- 
pressed them to live for Christ, no 
changed life, no transformed heart. 
I have no doubt that the girls died 
lost and went to Hell. No doubt 
the other girls were unsaved girls, 
too, knowing nothing of the trans- 
forming power of the Holy Spirit, 
perhaps were never converted at 
all. Lot failed with those two 
daughters there. He was a spirit- 
ual failure. He failed with his sons- 
in-law. He was just a joke to 
them. He failed with his wife. His 
two daughters were led into sin 
with drunken father Lot, because 
of his powerless life and spiritual 
poverty. 

4. Last of all, he was responsible 
for his whole town. If Lot had 
won his own wife and children and 
sons-in-law, his whole family — 
I have no doubt Abraham stopped 
at that number — ten in his 
prayer because there were at least 
ten in Lot’s family besides many 
servants. Lot was accountable for 
at least that number. If Lot had 
won his family, there would have 
been at least ten righteous in the 
city, and God would not have de- 
stroyed it. But Lot’s immediate 
family was not saved. He was the 
most influential man in the city. 
To those men standing outside the 
door, Lot said, “Listen, I am trying 
to please you. I will do anything 
you say. Brethren, I wish you 
would not do that way. I am try- 
ing to get along with you. I have 
a couple of daughters; I will turn 
them out into the night to you 
human wolves but don’t bother the 
visitors.” They threatened Lot. 
They didn’t have any respect for 
him. If you are the right kind of 
a Christian your neighbors will 
have some respect for you. 


There are good men here who go 
down to work, necessarily, beside 
unsaved men, and those people 
around you curse elsewhere but 
not in your presence. They respect 
you, though they may not agree 
with you. If that isn’t true with 
you, somewhere you have sold out 
and you are not what you ought 
to be. I don’t mean that the first 
time they ever saw you that it 
would be that way, but any man in 
the world that loves God and has 
power will be respected, even 
though he may be hated for Jesus’ 
sake. 


‘Oh, it will be a terrible thing 
when Lot one day comes to judg- 
ment and every soul that died and 
went to hell in that city when God 
rained fire and brimstone on it — 
every one will point their finger 
in Lot’s face and say, “So that is 
the kind of Christian you were. 
We had no confidence in you. You 
let your whole town go to hell,” 
and, my friends, Lot will be ac- 
countable for every soul who died 
and went to hell in that town. 


In Aurora, Illinois, there are a 
lot of you church members here 
tonight. There will be a lot of 
people who will point their finger 
of scorn in your face when you 
meet at the judgment bar, and 
say, ‘““That poor hypocrite, he didn’t 
mean anything to us. I saw him 
every day. I worked by his side 
and he didn’t have anything.” You 
go to church — sure — dressed 
up on Sunday morning fit to kill, 
but you are letting your town go 
to Hell. Oh, may God give grace 
here. If you have sold out, you 
are as salt that has lost its savour; 
you are not fit for anything, as 
a Christian. And a lot of you have 
lost your savour. You can’t win 
your children. Many of you wives 
can’t get your husbands saved. You 
have lost the savour. A lot of you 
parents can’t get your children 
saved. They won’t respect you. 


You know the Scripture said 
that the lack of power is the great 


| failure in the churches these days. 


“Having a form of godliness but 
denying the power thereof” (II 
Tim. 3:5). You remember Jesus 


: came down from the mount of 
= \stransfiguration, He found that a 
“=| boy had been brought to the dis- 


ciples and they were asked to cast 
the. devil out, and they could not. 
When Jesus came down the father 
of the son said to Him, “If thou 
canst do any thing, have compas- 
sion on us, and help us.” Jesus 
said unto him, “If thou canst be- 


lieve, all things are possible” 
(Mark 2:25). And the devil \was 
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cast out of the boy and he was 
heaied. The disciples said to Je- 
sus later on with shame, “Why 
couid we not cast him out?” The 
crowd gathered there thought Je- 
sus could not because the disciples 
could not. Some one here has a 
husband, a son, a neighbor, a 
sweetheart; you have a boy or a 
girl who has the devil of unbelief 
and are going to Hell and are even 
now in open shame and despair, 
headed first for the penitentiary 
then for the fire of eternal torment, 
Jater on, and you have nothing to 
keep that from going! Too many 
church members have lost their 
savour. God have pity on you! 


Somebody says, “Well, Brother 
Rice, I talk to them but it don’t 
do any good.” You are as sound- 
ing brass and a tinkling cymbal. 
I don’t mean you are not saved. 
What I mean is that you haven’t 
the power you ought to have. You 
can’t cast him out — like the dis- 
ciples. That is a sin of the last 
days as told in Second Timothy 
the third chapter — “Men shall be 
lovers of their own selves, boasters, 
preud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents,” etc. Then the Scripture 
says, “Having a form of godliness, 
but denying the power thereof: 
from such turn away” (II Tim. 3: 
5). 

Listen to me, the world is go- 
ing to Hell — I don’t care how 
often you go to the church, sing in 
the choir or give your testimony 
and put your tithe in the collec- 
tion plate — the world is going to 
Hell because you church members 
de not have any power. You have 
the form but you do not have any 
power and that is the curse on the 
churches in this country today. We 
will never have a revival without 
power, the power of the Holy 
Spirit manifested in Christians. It 
is an abomination of God to have 
these pious Pharisees in the 
churches who do not know any- 
thing at all of the power of Pen- 
tecost, the power of the Holy 
Spirit. No supernatural, all pow- 
erful One goes with you when you 
talk to people. Nothing happens 
when you pray. When you testi- 
fy God isn’t in it. You have the 
form but you haven’t the power 
of God on you. 


You are like Lot who let his fam- 
ily go to Hell. That is the reason 
that Lot’s wife’s mind was more 
set on Sodom than on the Lord 
and getting out. You wonder why 
your children turn so easily to the 
dance hall and the picture show. 
You wonder why it is your boy 
takes so easily to beer and cigar- 
ettes. I will tell you why. You 
do not have any power. That is it. 
You have the form all right but 
no power. That is why the curse 
of God is on these churches, and 
the reason they are an abomina- 
tion in the sight of God. Oh, the 
people of God that never win a 
soul! God have pity on you who 
cannot win your own loved ones 
and intimates. 


The Saviour said, ‘Follow me, 
and I will make you fishers of 
men.” Anybody that goes fishing 


and goes fishing and never gets a’ 


nibbie — brother, something stinks 
about his bait. There is something 
wrong about him and it is the same 
way about a Christian when no- 
body pays any attention to you 
at all. You go out to warn of 
judgment, and Hell; you go out to 
warn of eternal judgment, of the 
peril of sin and nobody pays any 
attention to you; brother, some- 
thing is wrong with you! You are 
powerless. Let me tell you, if we 
have a revival that will sweep hun- 
dreds of people out of hell into 
the kingdom of God, a revival 
where you can win your husband, 
your friends, your neighbors, your 
boy, your dear ones, you are going 
to have to have the power of God 
on your life. If you don’t have 
it, all the preaching, singing, good 
crowds will be of no avail until 
the power of God gets on the 
preaching, the testimonies, on the 
singing. 

I tell you now, many people are 
going out fishing like I used to 
when I went out to catch crawfish 
when I was a boy. I would tie a 


piece of meat on the string, with 


no hook. You'll never catch any- 
thing but a crawdad that way. 
Too many Christians have no hook 
on their fishing line! If you have 
no hook on it you will never catch 
anything. If you haven’t the power 
of God on your life you will never 
win souls. 

Jesus prayed one time as re- 
corded in Luke the llth chapter. 
After He had finished His prayer 
the disciples said te the Lord. 


“Teach us to pray.” Then the Lord 
said, “Which of you shall have a 
friend, and shall go to him at mid- 
night and knock on the door and 
say, ‘Hey, open up, Bill. Lend me 
three loaves. A friend of mine has 
come down to see me and I have 
nothing in the house to eat. Lend 
me three loaves,’ and he from with- 
in shall answer, “Trouble me not: 
the door is now shut, and my chil- 
dren are with me in bed; I can- 
not rise and give thee.’ But you 
keep knocking and calling. At last, 
though he will not rise and give 
him, because he is his friend, yet 
because of his importunity he will 
arise and give him as many as he 
needeth.” 

Now the Lord says, “I am teach- 
ing you how to pray. Pray for 
bread for sinners. I say to you, 
Ask, and it shall be given you; 
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and 
it shall be opened unto you,” and 
then He said, “If ye then, being 
evil, know how to give good gifts 
unto your children: how much 
more shall your heavenly Father 
give tlie Holy Spirit to them that 
ask him?” (Luke 11:13). 

I tell you people, you can have 
power if you are willing to pay the 
price, and if you do not pay the 
price, everything in this world you 
love may fall in ruins about you. 
Oh, God, give us the power of the 
Holy Spirit! You Christian moth- 
ers who have been praying for 
twenty years for your boy and he 
won't listen, what you need is the 
power of God on you and then he 
would listen. You have the form 
of godliness but deny the power 
thereof. You are like Lot who was 
as one that mocked to his fam- 
ily. 

Oh, friends, Lot’s failure was not 
in drink, not in money, but his 
failure was that he didn’t have the 
power of God on him. He could 
not save anybody. He was salt 
without any savour, and a lot of 
you are the same way. . 

Let me ask you a question. How 
many here have loved ones who are 
dear to you, near to you, and if 
anybody in the world ought to win 
them, you ought? They are placed 
on your heart. How many can say, 
“T have somebody dear to me who 
is unsaved and if anybody ought 
to reach them, I ought. Pray for 
me. I ought to win them but I 
haven’t been able to do it.” How 
many have a husband, a boy, a 
girl, a wife, a partner in business, 
somebody dear to you that you 
ought to win and you haven’t been 
able to do so yet? Hold your 
hands. (Many lift hands.) 

Brother pastor (to Pastor 
Humphries), I tell you now, what 
we need is for some people to go 
in their closets and shut the door 
and fall down before God and 
make whatever confession is neces- 
sary, and put on whatever sack- 
cloth is necessary and renounce 
whatever sins they have and wait 
on God until whatever is wrong 


is out of the way. 


You are not interested in lost 
souls. This pastor, this girl, Mrs. 
Rice, and I and one or two more 
are, but the rest of you are spec- 
tators, parasites who never turn a 
hand to keep anybody out of Hell. 
God help you. I hope I make you 
mad enough that you will blow 
up or get right with God. God 
help you to wake up tonight. Don’t 
you know that is so? 


Conclusion: Judgment On Sin 
ls Certain 


Now there is a last point. Lot 
had his failure in life, failure in 
soul winning, but the last point is 
this: I want everybody here, saved 
and lost; I want you to know that 
sin is as certain for judgment as 
there is a God in Heaven. Listen, 
sin can’t get by. Sin is as cer- 
tain for judgment as there is a 
God in Heaven. First of all, sin 
can’t get by in Lot. He was saved. 
I didn’t say so. I would not have 
known it, but the Bible says so. I 
could not tell by the way he lived, 
the crowd he ran with. I could 
not tell it by his influence. I 
would not have known that he was 
a saved man but the Bible says 
that he was a just man, with a 
righteous soul (II Pet. 2:8). But 
God is going to punish sin in the 
best preacher in the world. David 
was a man after God’s own heart, 
but God could not let sin get by in 
David’s life. God will bring to 
ruin. We find Lot’s family all gone 
now but his two poor harlot girls. 
He vexed his poor righteous soul 
with these wicked deeds. Lot last 
everything in the world but his 
soul. Somebody says, “Do you real- 
ly believe God rained fire and 
brtmstone upon Sedom and Gomor- 
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rah?” Well, if that isn’t true, then 
John 3:16 isn’t true. If that verse 
isn’t true, then no verse in the 
Bible is true. If that isn’t true, the 
whole Bible is a pack of lies. But, 
friends, that is all so. God must 
punish sin. 

The Bible says, ‘“‘Behold now is 
the accepted time, behold, now is 
the day of salvation.” It says, 
“Seek ye the Lord while he may 
be found. Call ye upon him while 
he is near.’”’ Oh, my friends, don’t 
trifle with God. He is going to 
bring sin to judgment and you had 
better repent. 

Let us pray. 
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